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Calendar of Events

1 Mar 7th 0 Spring
Transplanting

Northeast Community

Center, 1301 Valley Rd.,
Reno. From 10 am to
Noon

1 Apr 4thd TBD
1 May 2ndi TBD

9 Jun 6 & 7th/YBK Show
Moana Nursery

9 July Picnic
1 August-No meeting

1 Possible meeting subjects;
Collecting trip, guest
speaker, ideas? ldeas?
Ideas? We are always
open to suggestions.
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March Is The Time To Transplant

The coming of spring is a busy time for the bonsai crafter. Plants come out of win-
ter storage and are readied for the growing season. A major task at this time is that
of transplanting our trees. Fast growing, young bonsai might need this every one to
two years, while older mature trees
only every four or five. The health of
the tree should be your guide. De-
ciduous trees should be transplanted
before the buds burst, while most
pines and junipers can be trans-
planted from now until June.

For this Saturdayd
transplanting our trees. Bring your
trees and pots along with tools for a L
day of digging in the dirt. It helps if
you have a large garbage bag to use a »
a drop cloth. Pat usually has his home

J.D. styles his yew once the air layer demo was complete

-made blend of soil available for us to
purchase and take home to the rest of our bonsai. | hope to see you all there.
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Bonsai In Northern Nevada

We are saddened by
news of the passing of
Ted Kelty.

Anne, our thoughts are
with you.

One day, while surfing the net, | came across the North American Bonsai Federa-
tion website. There | discovered an article on Bonsai In Northern Nevada, written
by our own club president, Pat Flynn. | found the article very interesting and it
made me proud to currently be in this
worl do. Since YBK currently has sever
With§ou, so you also could know more about the club. This article appeared in the
NABF September 2004 newsletter.

Bonsai in Northern Nevada
By Patrick Flynn, Reno, Nevada

The evolution of bonsai in Northern Nevada is not dissimilar from that in other

areas of the country where post World War Il interest was sparked by returning
servicemen as well as the resident Japanese emigrants who settled on the West
Coast in the early 20th century. Until
ganized clubs in the area and instructions were primarily obtained from North-

ern California bonsai enthusiasts. George Yamasaki from Auburn, California,

one of the pioneers of bonsai in California, would travel to Reno along
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(continued: Bonsai in Northern Nevada) other bonsai devotees to instruct informal groups seeking to learn
the art. The leaders of the early attempts to learn bonsai were Wilson Makabe and attorney Chuck Glattley. Wil-
son Makabe was a respected member of the renowned 442nd Regimental Combat Team and served in Italy
where he was severely wounded and lost his left leg. For those of us that knew Wilson, he was a true gentleman
and | oved bonsai. He I onged to go to the mountains to coll e
to a wheelchair, he was forced to allow friends to do his collecting for him.

gs Marga and Wil son Makabe at a GSB

There are currently two active clubs in the Reno - Sparks area, the Tackoa Bonsai Club and Yukiyama Bonsai Kai.
Although Tackoa has been in existence for over 25 years, it has experienced some periods of inactivity, which led
to the formation of Yukiyama Bonsai Kai about 8 years ago.

As with any area, there are specific climatic conditions in Northern Nevada that challenge the bonsai enthusiast.

Reno is at 4,200 feet (1,300 m) elevati on, and even though |
rather cold sub -zero temperatures during the winter that necessitate plant protection. Summer temperatures in-

frequently exceed 100 °F (38 °C). However, the dry desert air and afternoon winds mean frequent watering is

necessary and moss is not something that abounds on pet <cov
climateso within the |l ocal valleys which mean that gardens
°F (5.5 °C) difference in morning lows. Consequently, one needs to develop an understanding of his or her own

environment to be a successful bonsai grower.

A view from the Virginia Range looking west towards Mt.
Rose, the third highest peak in the Tahoe basin at almost 11,000 feet. Plant material in the picture includes Utah
Junipers in the foreground and taller Pinion Pines
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(continued: Bonsai in Northern Nevada)

There are many native plants available for the bonsai collector since the Sierra Nevada Mountains border the west-
ern edge of Reno and Sparks (Truckee Meadows). Sierra Junipers, Lodgepole Pines, Jeffery Pines, Hemlock, and
Oaks are among the more popular bonsai materials in the Sierra. Once one moves East across the Truckee Mead-

ows to the Virginia Range, the terrain continues to be mountainous, but the flora changes significantly. A few

Jeffery Pines can still be found, but now the predominant species include Utah Junipers, Pinion Pines, and in the
valleys, Tamarisk. Although Utah Junipers are similar in appearance to the famous California Junipers, they grow
at a higher elevation, and are more cold resistant than their Southern California neighbors. Collecting Utahs has
several challenges, first of course, is getting there. There are plenty of junipers growing throughout the state, but

the better fibonsai gualityd ones are at the higher
seems as though the best trees have found a way to squeeze their tap roots between two rocks that are too big to
move. And once you get them home, survival can be a

dry climate is always stressing a collected plant. Currently there are only a few members that currently take ad-
vantage of the natural material, so most of the bonsai groomed by the members are generated from nursery stock
T - domestic and imported.

Throughout the year, Yukiyama club meetings are directed at improving bonsai quality and helping the bonsai neo-
phyte to understand the artistic as well as the horticultural aspects of growing bonsai. Yukiyama, like most clubs,
is | argely composed of beginners; however, there is
200 years of aggregate experience. Although Yukiyama has typically held only one meeting per month, this year
during the spring season, several meetings per month were held to give participants more time to work on plants
and receive the help needed. Being close to California, and being an associate member of the Golden Sate Bonsai
Federation (GSBF), has been of significant benefit. Over the years, Yukiyama club members have been fortunate
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to attend club -sponsored events featuring Dennis Makishima, Mas Imazumi, Johnny Uchida, Cheryl Manning, Boon

Manakativipart, and Ted Matson. In addition, in 2002 the club was very fortunate to host Ayumu Fukano from Yo-
rozuen Bonsai Nursery in Japan and Marco Invernizzi from Italy.

Ayumu Fukano makes Yukiyama member John North happy with the changes made to his Sierra Juni-
per. Also in the picture, Yoshi Nakamizu from Bonsai Network Japan.
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(continued: Bonsai in Northern Nevada)

® During his 2002 visit to Reno, Marco Invernizzi surveys the
plant material found on the slopes of Mt. Rose

Over the past few years, Yukiyama Bonsai Kai has started to develop a program of cooperation with others clubs
in California to share resources. In August 2003, members of the Sacramento Bonsai Club were hosted for a tufa
hunt in the Nevada desert. These stones have been used by the Sacramento clubs for several rock planting dem-
onstrations and were also used in a demonstration held at the Yukiyama show in June of 2004.

Gary Judd from the Sacramento Bol
tufa rock

Rock Planting created from Nevada tufa
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(continued: Bonsai in Northern Nevada)

Nevada is currently one of the fastest growing states in the United States, and Northern Nevada is experiencing a
grow rate of about 10% per year. Consequently, many bonsai enthusiasts are moving into the area, particularly
from California. Unfortunately, they are not adequately prepared and suffer some unnecessary plant losses during
the winter cold or from hot dry winds. We would, therefore, strongly recommend that anyone planning on moving
into the area contact us at either BonsaiReno@charter.net or (775) 826 -7377.

“fsatsuki Azalea (Rhododend
at 2004 Show Display

Mugo Pine (Pinus mugo)

Acknowledgement: A special thank you to Mary Sakaishi of Sacramento for the information she had regarding the
efforts of George Yamasaki and others in Sacramento to bring Bonsai to Northern Nevada and for the picture of

the Makabes.
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