
 

 

Volume 13, Issue 1 

YUKIYAMA BONSAI KAI  
 

N  E  W S L E  T T E  R  

Calendar of Events 

 Oct. 11th Demo/
Workshop  

 Nov. 8th NECC Meet-
ing Autumn Work on 
Pines/Junipers 

 Dec—Winter Lunch-
eon Date/Location 
TBA 

 Jan. 3rd Happy New 
Year! 

De Groot Visits 1 

Meeting Minutes 1 

Meeting Minutes 2 

Monthly Care—
October 
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Inside this issue: 

Taxes are forever, how-

ever, a rare opportunity 

is coming your way this 

Saturday! You will 

surely regret it, if you 

miss spending a day 

with Dave De Groot at 

NECC. Dave is curator 

of Weyerhaeuser’s Pa-

cific Rim Bonsai Col-

lection, known interna-

tionally as one of the 

finest collections. Dave 

will be demonstrating 

his talents and insights 

by styling a nursery 

tree into bonsai. Wait 

there’s more, he will 

spend the afternoon 

with us, considering 

styling options for our 

own trees. Imagine 

having a tree of yours 

styled by yourself with 

input from an expert 

like Dave.  If the results 

don’t work out or the 

tree dies (like mine do) 

you won’t have to feel 

all the blame is yours.  

Even if your trees can’t 

use any improving, 

please join us in the 

afternoon, for free, as 

an observer.  I guaran-

tee, you will either be 

inspired or gain some 

insight into what bon-

sai is all about. RSVPs 

have been rather light.  

Kindly email bonsai-

kai@sbcglobal.net of 

your intentions.  $10 

for demo, $25 for tree/

workshop/free to ob-

serve. Come, Observe, 

Saturday, 9 am and 1 

pm, NECC.  Bring a 

brown bag lunch. 

Fed Bailout Fails, But Dave De Groot Is Still Coming 

October 1, 2008 

September 6th Meeting Minutes 
In my opinion, it was 

great having a meeting 

again!  I know we had 

the summer off, but 

now is the time to think 

about coming together, 

sharing and learning 

more about these “trees 

in pots”.   As stated 

above, the October meet 

is very special and No-

vember will resume our 

usual two hour get-

togethers.  As listed on 

the left, November will 

be about working on the 

junipers and pines in 

the fall.  The formal 

September meeting 

minutes follow on page 

two of this newsletter. 
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MEETING MINUTES 

September 6, 2008 

In Attendance: 

Member Tree  Member  Tree  Member  Tree 

Pat Flynn Zelkova Gail Rucker  Juniper (3) Mike Draeger Redwood 

Anne Kelty Redwood J.D. Stoddard Chinese Elm Charle Varble 

Elaine Ryan Cotoneaster Fred Nakamura Juniper/Ficus,  Bo Bradley 

Marja Grant Hinoki Cypress,  Oksun Horan Bouganvilla  

___________________________________________ 

 Meeting called to order, Treasurer’s Minutes (accepted) Secretary’s Minutes (none) 

 Discussion on Oct. 4th meeting with Dave De Groot.  To be held at NECC Tuscarora 

room.  9 am demonstration, 1 pm workshop, lunch on own, (brown bag suggested). 

 GSBF Convention Oct. 31st—Nov. 3rd.  This is the largest federated bonsai club of which 

we are an affiliate.  YBK President, Pat Flynn will be leaving for this on Friday and re-

turning on Monday. 

 Discussion/Activity—Pat discussed end of summer maintenance and demonstrated on a 

Zelkova.  Good activities for this time of year, are to redefine the tree’s ramification 

(branching).  Long 

sprouts can be pruned 

back to 2 or 3 leaves.  Re-

alize that the direction of 

the ending remaining leaf 

will be the direction of the 

new sprout being pro-

duced.  Pruning in the 

middle of summer will 

weaken the tree for win-

tering over.  Late summer 

pruning will set next 

year’s buds.  Wiring is 

best left until the spring.  

Consider transplanting 

 



 

 

www.bonsaireno.org  went live in Septem-

ber.  Each member is invited to check it out.  

All comments are welcomed. 

P.O. Box 70931 
Reno, NV 89570 
Current Annual Dues $15 Individual 

Yuk iya ma Bonsa i  K ai  

Email: bonsaikai@sbcglobal.net 
President: Pat Flynn, ptflynn@sbcglobal.net 
Or visit him at Garden Shop Nursery on Gentry Way. To Promote Enjoyment and Appreciation of Bonsai 

Now on the web @ 

www.bonsaireno.org 

YBK Website Is Active 

GSBF Convention Oct 29-Nov 2 

The Golden State Bonsai Federation will be holding its 

31st Annual Convention in Modesto, CA on the week-

end of Oct 31st.  Full details can be found on their web-

site: www.gsbf-bonsai.org.  So that YBK members can 

attend, the November meeting will be moved to the sec-

ond Saturday of the month, which is Nov. 8th. 

NOTES ON MONTHLY CARE—OCTOBER, Taken from Bonsai Techniques I, by John Yoshio Naka, 

Copyright 1973-2004 by Bonsai Institute of California. 

Autumn is like the spring in terms of temperature and length of night and day.  General rules for the 

care of bonsai are much the same for both seasons.  The bonsai is as colorful as in the spring, except 

the leaves take the place of flowers.  Prepare for the coming winter. 

Location: A sudden turn of warm weather may cause re-sprouting on deciduous trees that have al-

ready begun to lose their leaves.  Guard against this by putting the deciduous bonsai in a cool shady 

place.  Unseasonably hot or cold days should be taken care of accordingly.  The possibility of an early 

frost is just as likely and semi-tropical bonsai should be protected or under cover at night. 

Watering: Much the same as September, keep in mind the fact that as the growth cycle slows and 

stops, the quantity of water is correspondingly lessened. 

Trimming & pruning: The strong growth on upper portions of conifers should be trimmed.  Pines 

should be trimmed.  Clean off the dead needles on conifers.  After the leaves have fallen from decidu-

ous bonsai, it is safe to shorten the year’s growth and trim to shape.  Small branches can be wired this 

month, but remember that the branches are less flexible.  End of this month, remove all fruit and any 

seed pods.  The berries may be saved until spring if the tree is healthy. 

Unwiring: Wires on deciduous trees should be removed if they are cutting in.  If they are not re-

moved, they will cause the branch to die during the winter. 

Fertilizing: Fertilize as usual for strength and dormancy.  The idea this month is to obtain dormancy, 

not stimulate growth. 

Transplanting: The same rules as previously outlined for September.  This is the last month that bon-

sai can be safely transplanted. 
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